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Missari, however, sees
a renewed interest in
wallpaper from customers
at his Manchester store.

“Younger people are
into it. I’m the last one
to offer it in Manchester
and I have a large selec-
tion.” People use wallpa-
per for an entire room or
to accent a wall, Missari
said.

Faux finishing also is
in.

“A technique called
fresco actually looks like
wallpaper ... by using two
colors on a base,” Booma
said. “We teach people
how to do it with com-
mon tools – a roller, a
pan and a couple of liners
and off you go.”

As for exterior paint-
ing, it’s too early to tell
what will be popular this
year.

“You have your tradi-
tional New England col-
ors, the slate blues, your

browns and light yellows,” Booma said. Not many people go out of the box
and use a wild color outside. The front door is more often a wild color than
the whole house.

Adding or renewing a deck or patio is another high priority for homeown-
ers in the spring, said Frank Sanford of Sanford & Hawley in Manchester.

“Instead of spending the money on a week’s vacation, they’re putting it
into their backyard so that they can enjoy it all summer,” Sanford said.

Composite, coated composites and PVC decking materials are gaining in
popularity. People are also investing in screened porches and sunrooms, he
said.

One interesting wrinkle: Sanford has seen neighbors help each other on a
project. “Three neighbors built three decks,” he said.

Last year’s trend toward “green” renovations and energy effiency con-
tinues to be popular, including installing replacement windows and adding
insulation, Sanford said.

James Alexander is a freelance writer based in South Windsor.
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new balancenew balance South WindsorSouth Windsor
The Shops at Evergreen WalkThe Shops at Evergreen Walk
501 Evergreen Way, So. Windsor501 Evergreen Way, So. Windsor

860.648.2141860.648.2141
SOUTH WINDSOR Monday-Saturday 10 to 9 • Sunday 11 to 6

new balance’snew balance’s
BEST CUSHIONINGBEST CUSHIONING
Widths 2A to 6EWidths 2A to 6E

FREE COMPUTERIZED FOOT EVALUATION

Features:
- Gel Cushion
- Seam Free Liner
GREAT ARCH SUPPORT
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Visit our Spring Open House
Thursday, March 19, 2009 • 6:00PM to 8:00PM

At Both Campus Locations

www.assumptionschoolct.com
Open to students of all faiths and cultures. Member of the National Catholic Education Association. Accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges

Excellent Roman Catholic School (PK-8) • Christian Based Curriculum Taught by Certified Teachers
Warm, Loving, Family Environment

Full-Day Pre K and Kindergarten • Full Curriculum (PK-8)
Individual Computer Stations (K-5) • Individual Laptops (Grades 6-8)

Honors Classes (Grades 6-8)

MANCHESTER, CT
27 Adams Street, South (Pre K ages 3-4 to Grade 5) • 45 Ludlow Road (Grades 6-8)

(located in a quiet neighborhood setting with easy highway access)

Assumption School Pre K to Grade 8

• Small class size (Avg. Student/Teacher Ratio 16:1)
• Affordable private school
• Interactive whiteboards in all classrooms
• Up-to-date computer lab for full class instruction
• Teacher/Parent involvement
• Before and After School Care
• Teacher assisted Homework Club
• Bus transportation for students living in Manchester
• Handicap accessible
• Active Home & School Association
• Volunteer opportunities
• Sports program
(soccer, basketball, and cheerleading)

• Weekly Newsletter
• Music program (singing and band)
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Stone and PaddleStone and Paddle
RestaurantRestaurant

By JAMES ALEXANDER

If you like pizza, you have lots of company. Americans have turned this lunch
and dinner staple into a $30 billion-a-year industry with approximately 69,000
restaurants dedicated to making, serving and delivering it.

Make that 69,001. The Stone and Paddle Restaurant opened at 40 West St. in
the Rockville section of Vernon on Feb. 5.

“We are a pizza restaurant – we have great pizza and we are going to serve
that pizza better than anyone else around us,” said Neil Sharp, the operating
partner.

The menu covers the basics before venturing into more exotic offerings such as
the shrimp scampi pizza.

From a classic pizza with olive oil, a touch of fresh garlic, tomato sauce, fresh
basil, pepper, parmesan and Romano cheeses, The Stone and Paddle Restaurant
has something for everyone, including a white pizza that is a hit with children.

In the unlikely event that the 15 pizzas on the menu fall short, patrons are free
to build their own. They can choose from 16 toppings, from hot sausage to pine-
apple.

Pies are 12 and 16 inches and are baked in a 600-degree stone slab oven.
For diners who have a hankering for a sandwich, the restaurant starts with

fresh bread that is stone-baked daily on the premises. The ingredients are heaped
on before the sandwich is warmed to perfection.

Selections include roast beef, ham and cheese, turkey and meatball. The roast
beef sandwich can come with red and yellow peppers, cheddar cheese, mush-
rooms and horseradish sauce. Sandwiches are offered in small and large sizes and
come with chips.

“Our sandwich bread is our own style,” Sharp said. It’s derived from the restau-
rant’s pizza dough and is baked on the premises.

Any customer favorite? The meatball sandwich is winning easily, Sharp said.
Salad lovers will find four tempting varieties. Topping the list is a gorgon-

Continued on page 15
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$50 REBATE
Per Window (10 Max)
DUETTE® • ARCHITELLA®

HONEYCOMB SHADES
OFFER VALID NOW – APR. 30

520 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon • kellnerswindowgallery.com
860-871-1775 • 1-866-535-5637

Since 1955

Manufacturer’s rebate. Limits and restrictions apply. ©2009 Hunter Douglas Inc.® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc.

Our Biggest Rebate Sale Ever!Our Biggest Rebate Sale Ever!

DON’T LET ENERGY DOLLARS
ESCAPE THROUGH

YOUR WINDOWS.

Showroom Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5pm • Thursday 10-7

• Draperies
• Slip Covers & Upholstery

• Custon Bedding
• Replacement Windows

• On-site Cleaning
• Granite Countertops

Also specializing in:
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Coupon must accompany order. Limit one per day per customer.
Coupon not valid in combination with other offers, same day service,

storage, leathers or laundered shirts. Exp. 3/28/09. Code #29

with incoming order
$2000 minimum order
with incoming order
$2000 minimum order

Good at any Swiss Cleaners location.

CLEANERS

DRY CLEANING


